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Beauvoir hosts 1st Annual Festival of Trees and Lights

A holiday event for the entire family

Biloxi, MS – Beauvoir, The Jefferson Davis Home and Presidential Library, is partnering with the Mississippi Department of Marine Resources/CRMP to host a spectacular new event that will take all of the best elements of their “Candlelight Christmas” and will add new elements to create a wonderful holiday experience for the entire family.  The 1st Annual Beauvoir Festival of Trees and Lights will be held from December 1-5, 2004 and is sponsored in part by Mississippi Department of Marine Resources/Comprehensive Resource Management Plan, Mississippi Power Company, Roy Anderson Corporation, Yellow Book USA, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Hewes, Pat Peck, Sawyer Real Estate Inc., Hancock Bank, Allen Beverages, Holiday Inn Airport, Knight Abbey, Murray Consulting Services, Garden Park Hospital, DuPont, Specialty Contractor & Associates and Mardi Gras Productions.

The event kicks off with a fundraising gala on the evening of December 1 at 7:00 pm.  The Presidential Library and gardens will be transformed into a holiday wonderland with the help of Mardi Gras Productions of New Orleans.  Guests will be serenaded by the Gulf Coast Chorale as they enter the Jefferson Davis Presidential Library to view 20 professionally designed Christmas trees and bid on various silent auction items while dining on morsels provided by the Grand Casino Biloxi and the President Casino.  Entertainment will also include the Mangore Duo, and the chorus from MGCCC, Perkinston.  The highlight of the event will be the live auction of the Christmas trees and other unique items, led by the professional auctioneer Terri Walker.  Bidders should not worry; trees can be delivered at no expense up to 60 miles from Beauvoir.  Tickets are still available by calling 1-800-570-3818, and range from $50 to $150 per person.

Families will be able to tour the two floors of the Presidential Library from December 2nd to 5th while viewing these beautiful trees designed by some of the most talented Gulf Coast designers: including Marcia Garcia, Julie Hebert, Sandi Premeaux, Veronica Porter, the staff of the 403d Communications Flight, Nell Murray, Parah Gatchel, Ginny Nicaud, Ray Ebberman, Linda Domino, Selena Domino Sullivan, Lois Lawrence, Dee Dickerson, Dawn Stolz, Pat Nichols, Simone Bellows, Sally Romero and Mary Joyce Skinner.  These four days will be the only time to view these fanciful creations before they will be delivered to their new owners.

The public will also have a chance to enjoy live entertainment supplied by many local schools and youth groups from across the Gulf Coast.  If you love Beauvoir’s Candlelight Christmas our living historians will be ready to tell their tales on the evening of Friday, December 2nd.  The Davis’ will be in residence in the early evening on both Friday and Saturday to welcome guests.  Bring your singing voice as guests will be caroling for the Davis’.  Santa and his picture-taking elf will be making a special appearance on Saturday from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm.  Adults and children can join in at special workshops learning to make Christmas wreaths, goodie bags, gingerbread houses and birdfeeders to take home.  Please call 1-800-570-3818 to sign up for the Christmas Wreath making or the Gingerbread workshops.
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A full schedule is as follows:  


Wednesday, December 1st:
Gala and Auction  
7:00 pm
$50 to $150 per person

Tickets for the Public Viewing Days:


Adults







$7.50


Seniors (65+), AAA members, Active Military and dependent
$6.75


Students (6 and up)





$4.50


Children under 5 





Free

Thursday, December 2nd:
Public Viewing 

9:00 am to 5:00 pm


Friday, December 3rd:

Public Viewing 

9:00 am to 8:00 pm






Entertainment

(For those that love Candlelight Christmas join us on Friday evening for our living historians and Mr. and Mrs. Davis.   Bring your singing voice for old-fashioned caroling for the Davis’.)


Saturday, December 4th:

Public Viewing

9:00 am to 8:00 pm






Entertainment






Hands-on Workshops and Santa from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm


Sunday, December 5th:

Public Viewing

9:00 am to 5:00 pm






Entertainment

Proceeds from the Festival of Trees and Lights will help recreate the beautiful historic gardens that Varina Davis, wife of Jefferson Davis, loved and developed while she and her family lived at Beauvoir, almost 130 years ago.  The funding will also help to create gardens that will enhance the already beautiful scenery that makes Beauvoir a “Beautiful View.”  

Beauvoir, The Jefferson Davis Home and Presidential Library, is a national historic landmark property of the Mississippi Division, United Sons of Confederate Veterans.  It is located on U.S. Highway 90 in Biloxi, Mississippi.  For more information, contact the Tours and Programs office at 228-388-9074.
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